
Press Quotes:  A HISTORY OF EVERYTHING 
 
 
10-01-2012 – The Brag – Simon Binns - Interview 
“…one of the most exciting things about working with Ontroerend Goed is 
their commitment to “live-ness”.” 
 
24-01-2012 – Gay News Network – Garrett Bithell – Interview 
“An ambitious Sydney Festival collaboration between Sydney Theatre 
Company and Belgium’s Ontroerend Goed has resulted in a show that 
attempts to canvas no less than a history of everything.” 
 
13-01-2012 – Time Out Sydney – Darryn King - **** 
“…A History of Everything earns its extraordinary title. … it’s a moving 
reminder of the miracle, for want of a better word, of being here at all. An 
awesome, powerful, inspiring work.” 
 
17-01-2012 – The Australian – John McCallum – review 
“Part of the great pleasure of this show is wondering how they will do the 
really big events using such simple means: the invention of agriculture, the 
movement of the human race out of Africa, the age of dinosaurs, the 
evolution of early life, the formation of the solar system. Nothing disappoints. 
It is all utterly marvellous… This is no dry account of what happened. It 
reminds us that there is plenty of room for awe in the scientific account of 
things. The actors have attitude and emotions about what they are telling. … 
This work is about our wonder at how we have come to be here, on this day.” 

19-01-2012 – Sydney Morning Herald – Lenny Ann Low – review  
“A HISTORY OF EVERYTHING offers us a moment to realise how 
insignificant, though not worthless, we are… it's a clever, engaging and oddly 
heartening work.” 
 

 



20-01-2012 Sydney Morning Herald  - Elissa Blake – Interview  
“...the play is driven by questions of identity, memory and significance. Do 
our memories decide who we are? I know I believe in human rights and I 
believe in love but those ideas are not mine, they come from all these other 
people throughout time, … I wanted to make a play that doesn't make you 
feel insignificant; instead, it makes you feel treasured because of that 
insignificance.” 
 
 
18-01-2012 New Scientist – Wendy Zukerman – review  
“Though the play explores our collective history, it is far from a mere history 
lesson. Even the most knowledgeable audience member will be enticed by 
the artistry with which the Earth’s story is told. … 
A History of Everything is also peppered with insightful and often funny 
monologues exploring the beginnings of colonisation, agriculture and religion. 
It is a humbling portrait of how modern humans came to be, and a playful 
exposition of the reality of our insignificance.” 
 
 
 

  

18-01-2012 Australian Stage  - 
Penny Spirou - review 
“The interpretations of this 
production are endless even if 
director, Alexander Devriendt, 
clearly states that he believes and 
follows theories of evolutionary 
science and somewhat rejects 
religion and creationist views. 
Regardless of your own opinion, it 
will open your eyes and lead to 
endless discussions over a glass or 
two of wine after the show ends.”

 
 
 
24-01-2012 Aussie Theatre – Cassie Tongue – review 
“A History of Everything, seemingly inexplicably, manages to do exactly as 
advertised: it tells a history of more or less everything that’s happened: in 
reverse chronological order from the date of viewing until the Big Bang, and 
beyond, into infinite space. It still seems impossible, inexplicable, and I’ve 
seen them do it. It’s overwhelming and commendable.” 
 



 
 
25-01-2012 – Curtain Call – Lloyd Bradford Sike – review 
“There’s something oddly, if uncomfortably, awe-inspiring in being reminded 
we are a speck; dust; a universal afterthought. There’s also something oddly 
beatifying about it… a theatrical, almost philosophical embodiment of the 
cosmic calendar …, A History Of Everything tackles universal themes, the 
universal theme, with grace, reverence, elegance and a kind of homespun 
charm to which we can all relate.” 
 

 
 



22-01-2012 The Brag – Henry Florence - ****1/2 
“Once again, Ontroerend Goed have shown they can push a theatrical 
concept to its limits, to create an utterly compelling and beautiful show” 
 
23-01-2012 Sydney Arts Guide – Mark Pigott – review 
“A HISTORY OF EVERYTHING considers many possibilities and leads the 
audience into thoughtful consideration of weighty matters. This production 
somehow manages to do this as gentle entertainment!” 
 

 
 
 
16-01-2012 Shit On Your Play – Anonymous blog by Me – review 
“This is one of those shows I wish everyone who doubts the importance of 
theatre in our culture in examining who and what we are would go and see. It 
will literally change your world.” 
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